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HE SEXUAL harassment
hase of the Clarence Thomas

Beu.rlng was handled by the

news media as if it were
anomalous and surprising. In fact, it
was only an unusually spectacular rev-
elation of the destructiveness of a pro-
cess that has been well-established and
well-respected for at least 200 years —
the process, that is, of community disin-
tegration. .

The surpnse and dismay occasioned
by the Thomas hearing were not caused
by the gossip involved (for that, the
media has prepared us very well), but
by the inescapable message that this
process of disintegration, so little ac-

knowledged by politicians and com-
mentators, can be severely and perhaps
illimitably destructive.

In the government-sponsored quarrel

between nce Thomas and Anita
Hill, public life collided with private life
in a way that could not have been re-

solved and that could only have been
damaﬂ]'l‘he event was depressing
and fi both because of its viola-
tions of due process and justice, and
because it was an attempt to deal pub-
licly with a problem for which there is
no public solution. . .. It was a public
jure that degenerated into a pri-
was & private quarrel
t i lic catastrophe. . ..
Does this that sexual conduct
private in Jto' interest and mean-
eertainly does not. For if there is

way to deal publicly with
issues, is also no satisfac-

‘them in mere

sense o! mmal issues, or of
-term, & third entity,
between i

g

E

E

public and
private. For sex is not, and cannot be,
any individual's “own business"; nor is
ple. “&-':? cahor mocessty
couy; any r necessary,
Emdwl volatile power, commonly
eld, is everybody's business. .

The indispensable interest, and the
indis form, intervening between
public and private interests, is that of
community. The concerns of public and
private, republic and citizen, necessary
as they are, are not adequate for the
shaping of human life. Community
alone, as p and as fact, can raise
the standards of local health (ecologi-
cal, economic, social and spiritual) with-
out which the other two interests will
destroy each other.

Y COMMUNITY, I mean the
commonwealth and common
mls, onn;nol;uy under-

e living together
in a place, and i tocvérr’lgtinug to
do so. To put it another way, it is a
locally un:fem Interdependence of
local people, culture, local econo-
my and local nature.

Lacking the interest of or in such a
community, private life becomes a sort
of reserve in which individuals defend
their “right” to act as they please and
attempt to limit or destroy the “rights”
of other individuals to act as they
please. (Community, of course, is an
idea that can extend itself beyond the
local, but it does so metaphorically. The
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The Fall of Community; the

idea of a national or global community
is meaningless apart from the realiza-
tion of local communities.)

A community identifies itself by an
understood mutuality of interests. But it
lives and acts by the common virtues of
trust, goodwill, forbearance, self-re-
straint, compassion and forgiveness. If it
hopes to continue long as a community,
it will wish to — and will have to —
encourage respect for all its members,
human and natural. It will encourage
respect for all stations and occupations.

Such a community has the power —
not invariably, but as a rule — to en-
force decency without litigation. It has
the power, that is, to influence behav-
ior. And it exercises this power, not-hy
coercion or violence but by teiching the
young, and by preserving stories and
songs that tell (among other things)
what works and what does not work in
a given place.

Such a community is (among other
things) a set of arrangements between
men and women. These arrangements
include marriage, family structure, divi-
sions of work and authority, responsi-
bility for the instruction of children and
young people. These arrangements ex-
ist, in part, to reduce the volatility and
the danger of sex — to preserve its
energy, its beauty and its pleasure; to
preserve and clarify its power to join,
not just husband and wife to one an-
other, but parents to children, families
to the community, the community to

———

nature; to assure, so far as possible,
that the inheritors of sexuality, as
come of age, will be worthy of it.

But the life of a community is more
vulnerable than public life. A community
cannot be made or preserved apart from
the loyalty and affection of its members
and the respect and goodwill of the peo-
ple outside it. And for a long time, in the
industrial countries of the West, these
conditions have not been met.

As the technological, economic and
political means of exploitation have ex-
panded, communities have been more
and more victimized by opportunists
outside themselves. And as the sales-
men, saleswomen, advertisers and pro-
Eaagandists of the industrial economy

ve become more ubiquitous and more
adept at seduction, communities have
lost the loyalty and affection of their
members.

HE COMMUNITY, wherever

you look, is being destroyed by

the desires and ambitions of

both private life and public life,
which, for want of the intervention of
community interests, are also destroying
one another.

Community life is by definition a life
of cooperation and responsibility. Pri-
vate life and public life, without the
disciplines of community interest, nec-
essarily gravitate toward competition
and exploitation. As private life casts
off all community restraints in the in-
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undercut, and public
ply the arena of o,
ambition and greed.

As our communities hl\n disintegrat-
ed from external predation lnd imemal
disaffection, we hnva
society whose ideal of
and fairness among peoph who
each other into a society | ideal o{
justice is public litigaion, ‘breed dig-
trust even among peppla
each other. """ m s

Once it has shrugged off the Interests
and claims of the community, the publlc
language of sexuality inad-
equate to deal with the regl llsuu a.nd

!;rohlems bt uxualli;y The public

ogue enerates into a llupdyinﬁ
usﬂxessde(:%ntm between sp-called
eration” and so-called “morality,

The real issues and pmblemu. as
they are experienced and suffered in
people's lives, cannot be about.
The public age can deal, howbelt
awkwardly and perhaps uselessly, with
pornography, sexual h contracep-
tion, harassment, rape, etc. It cahnot
talk about respect, res ility, sexual
discipline, fidelity or pr,.edm q{

love. .

And the convennonq‘l opgodum
Page 4, col. l,, tmlpcﬁon
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Continued from Page D 1

“liberal” and “conservative” is, here as
elsewhere, perfectly useless. The *“conser-
vatives” promote the family as a sort of
public icon, but they will not promote the

economic integrity of the household or the -

community, which gre! the mainstays of
family life. Under the sponsership of “con-
servative” presidencies, the economy of the
modern household, which once required
the father to work away from home, a de-
velopment that was bad enough, now re-
quires the mother as well to work away
from home.

And this development has the whole-
hearted endorsement of “liberals,” who see
the mother thus forced to spend her days
away from her home and children as “lib-
erated” — though nobody has yet seen the
fathers thus forced

as in the confrontation of Clarence Thomas
and Anita Hill.
T IS CERTAIN that communities are
destroyed both from within and from
without: by internal disaffection and
external exploitation. But it can be ar-
gued that community disintegration typi-
cally is begun by an aggression of some
sort from the outside, and that in modern
times the typical aggression has been eco-
nomic. The destruction of the community
begins when its economy is made, not de-
pendent (for no community has ever been
entirely independent), but subject to a larg-
er external economy.. ..
The industrialization of the Eastern Ken-
tucky coal.fields early in the present cen-

tury [followed a pattern in which a] decen-
vl pan tralized, fair{ inde-

away as ‘“liberat-
ed.” Some feminists
are thus in the curi-
ous’ position of op-
posing the mistreat-
ment of women and

“Fof when community
falls, so must fall all the
things that only

pendent local econ-
omy was absorbed
and destroyed by an
aggressive, mone-
tarily powerful out-
side economy,...

yet advocating their ) [T)he once-inde-
participation in an communlty life can pendent mountain-
economy in which engendel' and pl‘otect: the ‘eersof Eastern Kft?-

i i is- tuc ecame the
peyiing Is s care of the old, the care  [LY e o
The “conserva- @and education of children, vants of those who
tives” more or less had  dispossessed

attack homosexual-

family life, neighborly

their parents, some-

ity, abortion and WOI'k, the handing down of times digging the
pornography, and very coal that their
the “liberals” more IM@mory, the careofthe  family had once
o elend P earth, respect of nature  {rid T SOC
oppose sexual pro- and the lives of wild as the pina.nq; the
miscuity.” The “lib- 1 companies paid per
erals” will not op- creatures. day. .
pose  promiscuity By now, there is
because they do not hardly a rural

wish to appedr intolerant of “individual li-
berty.” The “conservatives” will not op-
pose promiscuity because sexual discipline
woul(f reduce the profits of corporations,
which in their advertisements and enter-
tainments encourage sexual self-indul-
gence as a way of selling merchandise.

HE PUBLIC discussion of sexual

. issues has thus degenerated into

a poor attempt to equivocate be-

tween private lusts and public
emergencies. Nowhere in public life (that
is, the public life that counts: the discus-

- sions of political and corporate leaders) is
there an attempt to respond to community
need in the language of community inter-
est....

In fact, there is no one to speak for the
community interest except those people
who wish to adhere to community princi-
ples. The community, in other words, must
speak in its own interest. It must learn to
defend itself. And in its self-defense it may
use the many powerful arguments provided
for it by the failures of the private and pub-
lic aims that have so nearly destroyed it.

The defenders of community should
point out, for example, that for the joining
of men and women there need to be many
forms that only a community can provide.
If you destroy the ideal of the gentle man,
and remove from men all expectations of

_ courtesy and con-

neighborhood or town in the United States
that has not suffered some version of this
process. The same process is destroying lo-
cal economies and cultures all over the
world.

The industrial revolution has thus made
universal the colonialist principle that has
proved to be ruinous beyond measure: the
assumption that it is permissible to ruin-
one place or culture for the sake of an-
other. Thus justified or excused, the indus-
trial economy grows in power, and thrives
on its damages to local economies, commu-
nities and places.

And the politicians and bureaucrats who
measure the economic prosperity of their’
nations have judged according to the bur-
geoning wealth of the industrial interests,
not according to the failure of-small local
economies or the reduction and often hope-
less servitude of small local people. The
self-congratulation of the industrialists and
their political minions has continued un-
abated to this day....

It is a public of industrially destroyed
communities that the industrialists live off
of.... The global economy does not exist
to help the communities and localities of
the globe. It exists to siphon the wealth of
those communities and places into a few
bank accounts. To this economy, democra-

¢y and the values of the religious traditions
mean absolutely

sideration toward
women and chil-
dren, you have pre-
pared the way for
an epidemic of rape

“Seeking to ‘free’ sexual
love from its old

nothing. And those
who wish to help
communities to sur-
vive had better un-
derstand that a

and abuse. If you communal restl'alnts, we ;nerdely political
depreciate the sanc- ‘freed’ reedom means lit-
tity and solemnity have medalliitl‘laglslotsfrom its tle within a totali-
of marriage, not /] tarian economy. ...
jutas sbondbe responsibility, andits e o o
but as a bond be-  €Xaltation. And we have  precious and how
tween those two 9 necessary commu-
people and their made it dangemus' nity is. For when
forebears, their community falls, so

children and their

neighbors, then you have prepared the
way for divorce, child neglect, community
ruin and loneliness. If you destroy the
economies of household and community,
then you destroy the bonds of mutual use-
fulness and practical dependence without
which the other bonds will not hold.

If these and all other community-made
arrangements between men and women
are removed, if the only arrangements left
between them are those of sex and sexual
politics, instinct and polity without-culture,
then sex and politics are headed, not only
toward many kinds of private and public
suffering, but toward destruction of justice,

must fall all the
things that only community life can engen-
der and protect: the care of the old, the
care and education of children, family life,
neighborly work, the handing down of
memory, the care of the earth, respect of
nature and the lives of wild creatures.

All of these things have been damaged by
the rule of industrialism, but of all the dam-
aged things probably the most precious and
the most damaged is sexual love. For sexual
love is the heart, the nucleus, of communi
life. Sexual love is the force that, in our bo?
ily life, connects us most intimately to the
Creation, to the fertility of the world, to
farming and the care of animals. It brings
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} that holds the community
Wuﬁjoimit to its place. y
e with community, as in dealing
with else, the industrial econo-
.oy goes nucleus. It does this'be-
csuss it wants the all-mastering power to

cause fundamental change. To make sex .the
the preferred bait of commerce may seem- -

merely the obvious thing to do, once
is granted its now conventional priority as

& motive.

- But this could happen only after a prob-
ably instinctive sense of the sanctity and
i of the — the sense, as the Bi-
*ble puts'it, of having been “fearfully and
~ wongerfully made” or of having been made
& ) -~ had been destroyed. Once
(thia . reticence had been broken
*'down, thep the come-on of the pimp could
e sold qn the promise of instant, innocent
gratification, “no strings attached.”
| energy. cannot be made publicly
available for commercial use — that is,
prostifyted — without destroying all of its
communal or cultural forms: forms of
courtship, marriage, family life, household

econpmy and g0 on. ...
. In"the wake of the Thomas-Hill catas-
trophe in Washington, The New York
Times Magazine contained a skin lotion

i advertisement which displayed a photo-- tual

tjg’:}:!r of the naked torso of a woman.
* From a feminist point of view, this head-
* less and footlesa represents the sex-
ualideal of the worst sort of man: a wom-
an who cannot think and cannot escape.,
From a point of view somewhat more
com rghicnsive. the point of view of com-
M " t
.{deal of the industrial economy: the com-
- - pletely saducible consumer, unable either
to judge or to resist. ...

F THEY had only themselves to ton-

sider, lovers would not need to mar-
"‘ ¥ | 3, put they must think of others and
Ve other things. They say their vows
‘to fhe community as much as to one an-
other, and the community gathers around
them to hear and to wishithem well, on

m&resents also the commercial -

roken, all the sugpicion In the yorid cag- -~ lic COITA0

not compensate,
Our Pmm sexual conduct, having “lib
erated” itself of the several trusts of com-

munity life, s public, like our present econ-
o\ h: m 't’mst. for hfrem upon
easy reaking of promises.
Angd, having forsaken trust, ltphas pre-

*! dictably become political. In private life, as

competition, and vlole:ce. One no{o
goes there, asking how instinct

o

in pyblic, we are attempting to co. bad ed in affection and | A dn
chgracter and lowmm et % on n‘g:lyw ways; - Qaw. ;|
gtotives :).y.lav.t'iand ‘ ‘one asks how:fn- ' °
y itigation. ' ) stinct - beiig-- |
“Losing kininess,  “The marriage of two dulged " with e’
e s . lovers joins them, to one least risk 19 peyder
ness”... another, to forebears, to t0 “fred”"
Tue diffily 5 gegcgndants,tothe . Suel love framy
that e, fam- \ " old commungl re-.’,
lly lie, p, community,to Heavenand straints, we ‘have
negibortood and e ISt i mesning te e
other personal con- . its meaning, its'so-
mo aot & fundamental connection, sponsibily, and ks
- . exﬂm n: '._“ D
meepm on without which nothing have ‘mads ‘it dan-. 9
- of erous. “Sexual Y
b meyaite Dol andtrustisits - Cn ey
try for it. They de- necessity. a froud, andSs
pend on trust, pa- ' ‘ great a failure;”as - i
tience, respect, mu- the “peaceful”.. :
ness hellg'oth'efwds.the'raeﬁceoﬂwe, We are now living i m?&;alm ; gre '
asopposedtodmmmheﬁngofm so polluted and ‘embittered that wonisn
: ECAUSE OF OUR delermination  woars! masaiiot. b o s st 1ook v |
to separate sex from the practice  vimually any woman es a potential acouser. |
of love in e and in family g jgeq that this situation can be correoted
and community life, our public by the courts and the police only ‘cem-
sexual morality is confused, sentimental, the disorder and the danger. = -
bitter, complexly destructive, 8nd hypo- ™ And in the midst of this acid rainfall'of-
W . Lo redation and recrimination we presumeq. .
It begins with the idea of “sexual liber- P P 9.
ation:”?v‘lllsatever people desire is “natural” teach our young people that sex can-be

and all right, men and women are not dif-
ferent but merely equal, and all desires are

equal. If a man wants to sit down while a -

pregnant woman is ing, or walk
through a heavy door and let it slam in a
woman’s face, that is all right. Divorce on
an epidemic scale is all right; child aban-

* their behalf and on donment by one
“its awn. It gatbers parent or another is
ot e @ e il poaty
. : : er. 3! pm
stands how neces- Porhapstho current much all right if“z
un pow jotl,  rovulclon agalnstsestal o e
W or to
Hhis jotning is. harassment may be the By chlid support
chllul" dc:;eu. beginning of a renewal of %% uis :ll{
.pledging them- . right; adulte
ﬁsell:'es to one ar:l m;ﬁ 'le's”"‘lb“!y W right. ngmwiz
other unt mm among teenagers
“death,” are giving pretty much all
themselves away, right, for “that's the
and they are joinad way it is”; abortion
by this as naJaw or contract could ever s birth control is all right; the prostitution
joln them. Lovers, then, “die” into their of sex in advertisements and public enter-
union with one another as a soul “dies’’ tainment is all right.
ingo its union with God. But then, far down this road of freedom,

*And so here, gt the very heart of commu-
nity life, we find, not something to sell as in
the public smarket, but this momentous giv-
ing. If the community cannot protect this
ing it can protect nothing — and our
¢ Is proving that this is so.

- " Wd thug can see that there are two kinds
of h\.\m&‘ecommy. There is the kind of
economy thet exists to protect the “right”
f as does our present public econo-
sast of economy will inevitahly
* gravitate toward protection of the “rights”
ﬁi those who l: ml‘ly most. lOur resent ptl:b-
econo a politica em that
. saf my(hg prlvatep:xploita?:‘d of the

public wealth and health.
The other kind of economy exists for the

B::teﬁion of glltg. befnqin with the “giv-
in marriage,” an

o

a
g

in A this is the economy
.of community, which now has beea nearly

. The sexuality of com-
munity life, whatever its inevitable vaiz:;
ries, is centered on marriage, which jo!
mnvhﬁoulsasclose! as, in this world,
they can be joined. This joining of two who
know, love and trust ane another brings
them in the same breath into the freedom
of sexual consent and info the fullest earth-
ly reslization of the image of God.

From their jainlng, other living souls
- COme hlto.bel&g and with }henfx great re&
sponsibilities that are , fearful an
1‘:)!'(“1' The marriage of two lovers joins

to qne another, to forebears, to de-

scendants, to the community, to Heaven
B whith othing. hoids, snd

n, w olds, an
.trust i3 its mecessity. Once this trust is

e .o
At i b b eorhons o dea

we decide that a few lines ought to be
drawn. Child molestation, we wish to say,
is nat all right, nor is sexual violence, nor

sexual harassment, nor is pregnancy
among unmarried teenagers. We are also
against venereal diseases, the diseases of

pmm.lsam&. thoygh we tend to think that
they are the government's responsiily
In this culture of liberated sexuality,
“free” of courtesy, ceremony, resgons;bxl-
ity, and restraint, dependent on on
and expert advice, there is much that is bu-
man, sad to say, but there is no sense or
sanity. Trying to draw the line where we
are trying to drew it, between carelessness
and brutality, is like insi that falling is
fiying (“free” and “natural”) until you hit
the ground, and then trying to outlaw hit-
ting the ground
The pretentious, fantastical and solemn
B o O D h toa by the oow ubia
er y the new ubiq-
uitous , “sexual partper,” which de-
nies all that is implied by the names of
“husband” or “wife” or “lover.” It denies,
with a sort of jous egalitarianism,
anyone’s responsibili the
quences of sex. With one’s “sexual part-
ner,” it is now ynderstood, one must prac-
tice “safe sex” — that is, one must protect
oneself, not one's partner, or the chi
that may come of the “partnership.”
ATt s
ought loj ve bro 8 0
ease i .ean!or between men and women.
It has, on the contrary, filled the country
with sexual self-consciousness, uncestain-
, and fear, Women, though they - may
as if the sexual millennium had ar-
rived, hurry along our city streets and pub-

_ask of an animal — women are implicitly

made “safe” — by the use, inevitably, .of '

gnrchased safm m%e:ii;asi“\zhat g tlel . ;

ex was never safe, and it . t
S ——

t we are ly t o

is an illusion of thoughtless Mgo% -
purchaseable safety, which encourages

b gy it g e
s ) e, .
Just as the public emp:vm "y

people o spend money and- waste She '
world, so t;gen puhllcowscxual code enewr-m".'
ages people to be spendthrifts and » )

derers of sex.... $

HUS, STARTING with og
brutality, we bave
ual brutality. Thosa. m' .

the one and ghe other

have to explain how.

cause it involves and requires a°
away of the self, which, if not honored and .
reciprocated, inevitably reduces * dignisy il
self away is not, except for the y
ignorantortheemmwm_%?y: 4
one to accept. T A 4l
Perhaps the current revulsion
sexual harassment may be the
a renewal of sexual responsibility aod aelfs
u_npectf. It must, at awotrs& ﬁ:ho 'ty 4
ning of a repudiation -
among us is merely natural, - m'f"‘
If men and Women are merely anjmals, it - .
is hard to see how sexual haragsmant colld - ;|
have becomse an issue, for such barasszit ...
is no more than the instinctive procedured -
i harass females,

male animals, who 'MWW' ol
their way of asking who

and who is not in estrus. Women would nbt
think such behavior offensive if wo'sd
not, for thousands of yeass, :

ourselves as lly human Sl
creatures who, if in.some Ways SINMANE, - ]
are in other ways God-like. R )
In asking men to feel shame and to

st Thoreeaives — what one would not

asking to be treated as human beingsits .-
that full sense, as souls made in the ‘f
image of God. But any humans who wishto -
be treated, and to treat others, aocordg&jg
that definition must understand that B |
not a kindness that can be conferred'by4 -
public economy or by a public govemnmegs . - -
or by a public people. It only can be cogr -
ferred, uponixsmembem.byacomn}ug‘!!y. i
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